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the water of consecration, and began his reign in 163.
That monarch seems to have been accustomed to the use
of poisons. For it happened that, on a certain day, his
first queen, belonging to the Maurya race, tasted a mouth-
ful of a dish prepared for the king. This caused her
death. At the time of that fatal occurrence she was far
advanced in pregnancy. The king, without a moment's
delay, ordered her belly to be opened; the infant was
taken out and put in the belly of a goat freshly slain.
The child lived, and was called Bandasura.

Tsanda-gutta, after a reign of twenty-four years, died in
187, and was succeeded by his son Bandasura, only sixteen
years old. Both the father aud the son were supporters
of the pounhas, and fed daily an immense number of
them in their palace. Bandasura reigned twenty-seven
years, that is to say, until the year 214. He had alto-
gether 101 sons. His first queen, called Damma, had
become the mother of two sons, called Athoka and Teissa.
When she was pregnant of the first, she had five dreams :
First, she thought she was stretching her two feet, one
resting on the sun, and the other on the moon; second,
it appeared to her that she was devouring the stars;
third, she fancied she was eating the clouds; fourth, she
imagined she was eating the worms' dunghills ; fifth and
finally, she imagined she was eating the leaves of all the
trees. According to the prediction of the soothsayers, the
five dreams meant that the son whom she had in her
womb would rule over the whole of the island of Tsam-
poudipa; that he would destroy all his brothers, who
would unite to dispute the throne with him; that he
would disperse all the heretics or upholders of false
tenets, who, like clouds, obscure the glory of religion ;
that he would possess all above the earth to the height
of one youdzana, and all below the earth to an equal
depth.

When Athoka was sixteen years old, his father -sent
him to Outzeni to govern that city, and the territories